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The Toplen

1) Interrupted Fern

2) Cinnamon Fern
3) Sensitive Fern
4) MarginalWood Fern

5) Evergreen Wood Fern
6) Christmas Fern

7) N. LadyFern

8) New York Fern

9) Hayscented Fern

10) Bracken Fern (and/or
Common Polypody)
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Location Search Image Interru pt@d Fern

A common roadside species Asymmetr.ic clump . Osmunda:layt()niana
A woods, fields Alarge, twiceOdzi f S| gSa (2 on¢E

A moderately dry to moist A Dimorphic fertile leaf with
A sun or shade distinct interruptions

A generallst
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Additional Dlagnostlcs
A U-shaped vascular bundles
A lacks wooly tufts

A subleaflets usually overlap 1 Randy Stone
- PVFS




2 Location
A roadsides and ditches
A moist woods, fields, swamps, bogs
A wetland indicator status FACW

. Cinnamon Fern
Osmundastruntinnamomeum

Search Image

A symmetric clump
A large, twiceOdzii f S| @Sa G2¢
A dimorphic cinnamoncolored fertile fronds?

A stipe covered with cinnamehrown hair
By 5
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Additional Diagnostics

A U-shaped vascular bundles

A wooly cinnamon tufts in leaflet axils
A leaflets with long pointed tips

A subleaflets not overlapping




3 Sensitive Fern
Onocleasensibilis

Location

A open or forested wetlands

A swamps, marshes, wet meadows
A sun or shade

A roadside ditches T Stone 3

A wetland indicator status FACW

Search Image

AOt dzZa 0 SNAR 2 F -vanAyat S

A oncecut* leaves with wavy edges

A yellow-green color

A dimorphicfertile frond a persistent and
beadlike spike

Additional Diagnostics

A net-like veins

A upper pinnae with wings along rachis
A lower pair widely spaced

A stem mostly smooth, stiff, and brittle




4 Marginal Wood Fern
Dryopterismarginalis

Location

A woods and roadsides

A often on stone walls, outcrops
A moderate moisture

Search Image a ; L ' 4% Randy Stones.

A symmetric clump B el R AT A

Atwice-Odzi t SI gSa G2
and sterile the same

A leathery, dark green foliage

A very scaly

Additional Diagnostics
A multiple round vascular bundles
A fruitdots marginal

A evergreen _Randy Stoneli
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Evergreen Wood Fern
Dryopterisintermedia

Location

A woods and roadsides
A often on stone walls
A moderate moisture

A generalist

Search Image

A symmetric clump

A thrice-Odzi t S| S 3
fertile and sterile the same

A lacy foliage

A stipe very scaly

Additional Diagnostics
A multiple round vascular bundles
A fruitdots central

A evergreen
PVES



6 Christmas Fern

Location Polystichumacrostichoides
A generalist

A woods, roadsides, rocky slopes

A dry to moist Search Image

A semishade to shade A dark green asymmetric clump

A onceO dzii tSI dSa w

bristle tipped, often twisted
A Dimorphic fertile leaves narrow

tipped

45 Randy S‘tOI’IIE
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Additional Diagnostics

A evergreen

A dense lightbrown scales

A fiddlehead a silvery nautilus
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7

Location

A woods and roadsides, ditches
A moderate moisture

A generalist

Search Image

A asymmetric clumps in masses

A thriceOdzi €t S| @Sa (2

A lacy foliage, translucent stems e 8
. andy Stone

A scales look like ground black peppel & e)

Additional Diagnostics

A fruitdots curved, in herringbone pattern
A apostropheshaped vascular bundles
A ruby red color phase |




8 New York Fern
ParathelypterlsnoveboracenS|s

Location

A open woods or in sunny gaps
A banks and edges of roads

A common midslope species

Search Image
A colonies of three or more leaves to a tuft ‘
Atwice-Odzi f SH WSB R YA OT"'U

A blade tapering top and bottom

Additional Diagnostics

A stem slightly hairy above; few scales belo
A fruitdots round with kidney shapethdusium
A fertile fronds slightly narrower, more erect
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9

Location

A dry, open woods, fields and roadsides
A disturbed or cleared sites

A thrives in open sun

Hay-scented Fern
Dennstaedtigounctilobula
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Search Image
A masses of single stems
A thrice-cutleaves 11 n ¢ Yy 2 _ | |

dimorphic — 1 f"'f ur ____;;‘\ : ‘ L :. S . “ Ear;gv Stone
A leaves yellowish green N - AN B e
A covered with fine glandular hairs
A leaf tips relaxed (bent) like hemlock

Additional Diagnostics
A straw colored stipe with dark, brittle base
A sticky feel from glandular hairs
A cup-shapedindusia

A vascular bundles a smiley face

Randy Stone
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10 Bracken Fern
Pteridiumaquilinum

Location

A dry, sandy, open fields or woods
A disturbed sites

A roadside banks

A neutralacid

A world-wide distribution

Search Image

Alargefrondso 2 Qb Gl €t y 21
but fertile leaves rare

A distinctivethree part triangular blade

A thrice-cut but coarse in texture

A pinnae with narrow uncut tips

Additional Diagnostics

A stipe smooth, woody, purpkerown at base

A straw-colored above

A multiple irregularly shaped vascular bundles
A large, deeply buried rhizome

A sori continuous along margin, not common




11 CommonPolypody
Polypodiunvirginianum

Location

A top of boulders, rocky slopes
A often very dry locations

A sun to shade
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Search Image v
Amassesoh V RA @A Rdzl f & &
Aoncecut leaves, broadest in middle
Aleaflets with rounded tips,

entire and not eared

Additional Diagnostics

A fertile, nonfertile leaflets similar
A evergreen

A sparsdight-brown scales

A large roundfruitdots, noindusium
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Marsh fern, rail trail, Amherst MA B | PVFS
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